
STATE OF INDIANA        )    IN THE VANDERBURGH CIRCUIT COURT 
          ) SS: 
COUNTY OF VANDERBURGH ) CAUSE NO.  __________________________ 
 
 
TARA E. McKNIGHT,    ) 
individually and as next friend of her minor   ) 
son, J.M.W.,  MICHAEL KNEER,   ) 
BRENT MINTON, as Personal Representative of ) 
the ESTATE OF SHARON MAND, deceased,  ) 
and KAREN A. BUCHANAN, as Personal   ) 
Representative of the ESTATE OF    ) 
KATHLEEN M. WOOLEMS, deceased,  ) 
       )     

Plaintiffs,  ) 
       ) 
  v.     ) 
       ) 
VECTREN CORPORATION,    )  
CENTERPOINT ENERGY, INC. and   ) 
INDIANA GAS COMPANY, INC. d/b/a  ) 
VECTREN ENERGY DELIVERY OF   ) 
INDIANA, INC.,     )  
       ) 
    Defendants.  ) 
 
 

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES AND REQUEST FOR JURY TRIAL 
 

 Come now Plaintiffs, TARA E. McKNIGHT, individually and as next friend of her minor 

son, J.M.W., MICHAEL KNEER, BRENT MINTON, as Personal Representative of the ESTATE 

OF SHARON MAND, and KAREN A. BUCHANAN, as Personal Representative of the ESTATE 

OF KATHLEEN M. WOOLEMS, by their respective counsel, and for their cause of action against 

the Defendants, VECTREN CORPORATION, CENTERPOINT ENERGY, INC., and INDIANA 

GAS COMPANY, INC. d/b/a VECTREN ENERGY DELIVERY OF INDIANA, INC., allege and 

state as follows:  

Filed: 6/24/2019 2:47 PM
Clerk

Vanderburgh County, Indiana

82C01-1906-CT-003401

Vanderburgh Circuit Court



2 
 

1. At all relevant times, Plaintiff, TARA E. McKNIGHT (hereinafter “TARA”), was 

the mother of Plaintiff, J.M.W., a minor (age 8), and resided in Evansville, Vanderburgh County, 

Indiana.  

2. At all relevant times, Plaintiff, MICHAEL KNEER (hereinafter “MICHAEL”), 

resided in Evansville, Vanderburgh County, Indiana.  

3. On July 31, 2017, by Order of the Vanderburgh Superior Court under Cause No: 

82D04-1707-EU-000453, the Plaintiff, BRENT MINTON, was appointed as Personal 

Representative of the ESTATE OF SHARON MAND, deceased (hereinafter “SHARON”), and 

in such capacity brings this cause of action against the Defendants.  

4. On August 3, 2017 by Order of the Vanderburgh Superior Court under Cause 

82D04-1708-EM-000487 the Plaintiff, KAREN A. BUCHANAN, was appointed as Personal 

Representative of the ESTATE OF KATHLEEN M. WOOLEMS, deceased (hereinafter 

“KATHY”), and in such capacity brings this cause of action against the Defendants.  

5. At all relevant times, KATHY was the court-appointed guardian and paternal 

grandmother of J.M.W. and resided with J.M.W. in Evansville, Vanderburgh County, Indiana. 

6. At all relevant times, Defendant, VECTREN CORPORATION, was a domestic 

for-profit corporation with its principal place of business located in Evansville, Vanderburgh 

County, State of Indiana.  

7. At all relevant times, Defendant, VECTREN CORPORATION, was a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Defendant, CENTERPOINT ENERGY, INC., which was at all relevant times 

a foreign corporation organized under the laws of the State of Texas. 
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8. At all relevant times, Defendant, INDIANA GAS COMPANY, INC. d/b/a 

VECTREN ENERGY DELIVERY OF INDIANA, INC., was a domestic for-profit corporation 

with its principal place of business located in Evansville, Vanderburgh County, State of Indiana.  

9. At all relevant times, Defendants, VECTREN CORPORATION, CENTERPOINT 

ENERGY, INC., and INDIANA GAS COMPANY, INC. d/b/a VECTREN ENERGY DELIVERY 

OF INDIANA, INC. (hereinafter collectively referred to as “Defendants” or “VECTREN”) 

operated as a natural gas utility engaged in the business of selling, installing, servicing, repairing, 

inspecting, and maintaining natural gas services, including natural gas services at residential 

locations, in Evansville, Indiana. 

10. At all times relevant to this action, TARA and her son J.M.W., along with 

KATHY, were tenants and/or occupants of the single-family residence located at 1717 Hercules 

Avenue, Evansville, Vanderburgh County, State of Indiana (hereinafter referred to as the “Subject 

Residence”).   

11. At all times relevant to this action, SHARON was lawfully at the Subject 

Residence at the invitation of the tenants to assist in the care of KATHY. 

12. On the date of the incident described herein, MICHAEL was lawfully at the 

Subject Residence as a guest at the invitation of the tenants.  

13. On June 27, 2017, a natural gas explosion occurred at the Subject Residence, 

causing serve injuries to TARA, J.M.W., and MICHAEL, and killing KATHY and SHARON. 

14. Prior to the natural gas explosion on June 27, 2017, unbeknownst to the Plaintiffs, 

natural gas had been leaking in the Subject Residence and accumulating throughout the house. 

15. At all times relevant to this action, VECTREN had a duty to install, service, 

connect, and maintain the natural gas service at the Subject Residence in a professional, 
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workmanlike manner so as to prevent the leakage of natural gas in quantities sufficient to cause 

an explosion and resulting injuries to the occupants of the Subject Residence. 

16. VECTREN breached its duties as described above in one or more of the following 

ways: 

a. By failing to perform its inspections, connections, maintenance and service of 

the natural gas system to and within the Subject Residence in a professional, 

workmanlike manner; 

b. By failing to properly inspect all natural gas connections while connecting 

and/or reconnecting service at the Subject Residence; 

c. By failing to follow proper protocols while connecting and/or reconnecting 

natural gas service at the Subject Residence;  

d. By failing to assure all natural gas connections were leak free at the Subject 

Residence before leaving after connecting and/or reconnecting service; 

e. By failing to perform proper leak tests at the Subject Residence after 

connecting and/or reconnecting service; 

f. By failing to ensure that all natural gas lines at the Subject Residents were 

capped and in a non-leaking condition before leaving after connecting and/or 

reconnecting service; and 

g. By failing to warn the occupants of the Subject Residence about a gas leak. 

17. On June 27, 2017, VECTREN knew, or by the exercise of reasonable care should 

have known, of the dangerous and hazardous condition posed by the accumulation of natural gas 

in the Subject Residence and failed to take appropriate steps to remedy the hazardous condition 
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or warn occupants, such as TARA, J.M.W., MICHAEL, SHARON, and KATHY, of the 

hazardous condition. 

18. Defendants are liable for the Plaintiffs’ injuries and damages as a result of 

Defendants’ negligent acts and/or omissions and any negligent acts and/or omissions of their 

representatives, agents, and/or employees.  

19. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of VECTREN, an explosion 

and resulting fire occurred at the Subject Residence which caused TARA, J.M.W., and 

MICHAEL to sustain severe, life-threatening and permanent injuries, including but not limited to 

extensive burns all over their bodies, which burns required extensive hospital stays, surgeries and 

treatment.   

20. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of VECTREN, an explosion 

and resulting fire occurred at the Subject Residence which resulted in the deaths of SHARON 

and KATHY. 

21. In order to treat their injuries and to lessen their pain and suffering, TARA, 

J.M.W., and MICHAEL have been required to engage the services of hospitals, physicians, 

radiologists,  therapists, psychologists, and counselors for medical care, surgery, diagnostic 

testing, physical and occupational therapy, and psychological counseling and have incurred, and 

will incur in the future, medical bills for such treatment. 

22. As a result of the injuries sustained in the fire, TARA, J.M.W., and MICHAEL 

have all undergone multiple surgeries, including extensive skin grafting and debridement which 

are excruciatingly painful procedures. 

23. As a result of Defendants’ negligence, J.M.W. will require extensive medical 

treatment for the rest of his life. 
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24. As a result of Defendants’ negligence, TARA will require extensive medical 

treatment for the rest of her life. 

25. As a result of Defendants’ negligence, MICHAEL will require extensive medical 

treatment for the rest of his life. 

26. As a result of the injuries sustained in the explosion and resulting fire, TARA, 

J.M.W., and MICHAEL sustained significant scarring over large portions of their bodies. 

27. As a result of the injuries sustained in the explosion and resulting fire, TARA, 

J.M.W., and MICHAEL sustained the partial loss of use of multiple body parts. 

28. As a result of the injuries sustained in the explosion and resulting fire, TARA, 

J.M.W., and MICHAEL have suffered severe emotional distress as well as extreme pain and 

suffering. 

29. As a result of the injuries sustained in this accident, many of which are 

permanent, TARA, J.M.W., and MICHAEL’s quality of life has been greatly diminished. 

30. As a result of VECTREN’s negligence described herein, TARA has incurred and 

will incur in the future a loss of income. 

31. As a result of VECTREN’s negligence described herein, MICHAEL has incurred 

and will incur in the future a loss of income. 

32. As a result of VECTREN’s negligence described herein, Plaintiff, TARA, 

witnessed her minor son suffer horrible burn injuries and, as a result, TARA suffered negligent 

infliction of emotional distress which is a separate cause of action.  See Groves v. Taylor, 729 

N.E. 2d 569 (Ind. 2000). 

33. As a result of VECTREN’s negligence described herein and the resulting 

wrongful death of KATHY, J.M.W. suffered the loss of KATHY’s love, care, affection, and 
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financial support and therefore the estate seeks to recover all damages allowed by a dependent 

next-of-kin under the Indiana Wrongful Death Statute, Ind. Code. § 34-23-1-1. 

34. As a result of VECTREN’s negligence described herein and the resulting 

wrongful death of SHARON, SHARON’s two adult sons suffered the loss of their mother’s love 

and companionship and therefore the estate seeks to recover all damages allowed by the Indiana 

Adult Wrongful Death Statute, Ind. Code. § 34-23-1-2. 

35. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendants, the Plaintiffs, 

and each of them, have suffered injury and claim all damages allowed under Indiana law. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TARA E. McKNIGHT, individually and as next friend of her 

minor son, J.M.W., MICHAEL KNEER, BRENT MINTON, as Personal Representative of the 

ESTATE OF SHARON MAND, and KAREN A. BUCHANAN, as Personal Representative of 

the ESTATE OF KATHLEEN M. WOOLEMS, request judgment against the Defendants, 

VECTREN CORPORATION, CENTERPOINT ENERGY, INC. and INDIANA GAS 

COMPANY, INC. d/b/a VECTREN ENERGY DELIVERY OF INDIANA, INC., in an amount 

commensurate with their injuries and damages, for the costs of this action, for trial by jury, and 

for all other just and proper relief under the circumstances. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

WAGNER REESE, LLP 
 
 

/s/ Stephen M. Wagner     
Stephen M. Wagner, #18248-49 
Laura W. Swafford, #32792-29 
11939 North Meridian Street, Suite 100 
Carmel, IN  46032 
Tel:  (317) 569-0000; Fax: (317) 569-8088 
Emails:  swagner@wagnerreese.com 
  lswafford@wagnerreese.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs, Tara McKnight, individually  
and as next friend of her minor son, J.M.W., and Karen 
A. Buchanan, Personal Representative of the Estate of 
Kathleen M. Woolems 
 

 
     CHAPMAN LAW LLC 
 
 
     /s/ Neil Chapman      
     Neil Chapman, #17902-71 
     Noah Thomas, #33746-82 
     Stephen Thomas, #557-82 
     420 Main Street, Suite 1202 
     Evansville, IN  47708 
     Tel:  (812) 426-0600; Fax (812) 543-0024 
     Email:  neil@chapmanlaw.com 
      noah@chapmanlaw.com 
      stephen@chapmanlaw.com 
     Attorneys for Plaintiff, Michael Kneer 
 
     
     BERGER & BERGER LLP 
 
 
     /s/ Charles L. Berger      
     Charles L. Berger, #2698-82 
     2906 North First Street 
     Evansville, IN  47710 
     Tel:  (812) 425-8101; Fax: (812) 421-5128 
     Email:  cberger@bergerlaw.com 
     Attorney for Plaintiff, Brent Minton, Personal Representative 
     of the Estate of Sharon Mand, Deceased 
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REQUEST FOR JURY TRIAL 

 Plaintiffs, by counsel, respectfully request that a jury try the above matter.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
      WAGNER REESE, LLP 
 
 

/s/ Stephen M. Wagner    
Stephen M. Wagner, #18248-49 
Laura W. Swafford, #32792-29 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs, Tara McKnight, individually  
and as next friend of her minor son, J.M.W., and Karen 
A. Buchanan, Personal Representative of the Estate of 
Kathleen M. Woolems 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WAGNER REESE, LLP 
11939 North Meridian Street 
Carmel, IN  46032 
Tel: (317) 569-0000 
Fax: (317) 569-8088 
Emails:  swagner@wagnerreese.com 
  lswafford@wagnerreese.com 


